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SUBJECT:  USDP  EDELMAN  NOV  7 MEETING  WITH  PRESIDENT  KARZAI : 

IRAN,  COUNTERNARCOTICS,  MUSA  QALA  AND  PAKISTAN 

Classified  By:  Ambassador  William  Wood  for  reasons  1.4  (b)  and  (d). 

f.1 . (C)  SUMMARY:  In  his  November  7 office  call  on  President  Karzai,  USDP  Edelman  expressed  condolences  for  the  victims  of  the  November  6 bombir 
T2 . (C)  USDP  Edelman,  accompanied  by  Ambassador  Wood,  called  on  President  Karzai  on  November  7.  Karzai  was  accompanied  by  Defense  Minister  Ware 
Baghlan  Bombing:  FBI  Assistance  Welcomed 


f3 . (C)  Edelman  opened  by  expressing  his  deepest  condolences  for  the  victims  of  the  November  6 bomb  attack  in  Baghlan  Province  that  killed  six 
f.4 . (C)  Later  in  the  conversation,  Karzai  said  he  wanted  the  U.S.  to  help  out  with  the  investigation,  and  he  welcomed  Ambassador  Wood,s  offer  t 
An  Opportunity  for  National  Unity  and  Decisive  Action 


f.5 . (C)  Edelman  observed  that  the  Baghlan  bombing  also  presented  an  opportunity  to  stress  national  unity  and  rejection  of  terrorism.  Wood  added 
KABUL  00003800  002  OF  004 

mourn  the  victims  but  also  to  affirm  a confident  outlook  for  the  future.  In  spite  of  Karzai, s difficult  relations  with  Parliamentary  Speaker  ar 
Iran 


f6 . (C)  In  this  regard,  Edelman  noted  the  military  situation  in  Farah  Province  and  asked  Karzai  whether  there  might  be  an  Iranian  hand  behind  i 

f.7 . (C)  Karzai  agreed  that  Iran  is  "busy."  It  is  seeking  to  undermine  the  U.S.  in  Afghanistan,  and  it  is  trying  to  undermine  development  and  re 

f.8 . (C)  Edelman  asked  how  best  to  deal  with  Iran.  The  explosively-formed  projectile  weapons  (EFPs)  intercepted  by  British  troops  are  worrying; 

f9 . (C)  Karzai  agreed  that  Iran  has  to  be  confronted,  adding  without  elaboration  that  we  need  to  do  so  "effectively."  They  are  supporting  those 

Governance  and  Counternarcotics 

.5.10.  (C)  Edelman  said  the  perception  in  Washington  is  that  Afghan  and  ISAF  forces  have  had  tactical  successes  in  disrupting  the  Taliban,  and  Cc 
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what  the  IRoA  and  USG  are  doing  to  take  advantage  of  the  tactical  successes  to  advance  police  training  and  reform,  extend  governance  to  the  pre 
Musa  Qala  and  Airpower 

.5.11.  (C)  Karzai  responded  by  highlighting  public  frustration  in  parts  of  Helmand  Province  with  Taliban  control.  He  recounted  a recent  phone  cal 
.5.12.  (C)  Wood  noted  that  GEN  McNeill  is  developing  a plan  for  Musa  Qala,  but  it  will  likely  require  air  power,  which  in  the  past  has  created  pc 
Pakistan 


f.13.  (C)  Karzai  emphasized  that  the  issue  of  Taliban  sanctuary  in  Pakistan  has  to  be  solved,  noting  with  dismay  that  the  Taliban  flag  has  been 
f.1 4.  (C)  Edelman  noted  that  U.S. -Pakistan  Defense  Consultative  Group  (DCG)  talks  were  postponed  to  underscore  U.S.  dissatisfaction  with  the  imp 
Possible  Gates  Visit 
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.5.15.  (C)  Edelman  conveyed  the  warm  regards  of  SecDef  Gates  and  said  the  SecDef  hopes  to  visit  Afghanistan  before  the  end  of  the  year.  Karzai  we 


